INTERNATIONAL SYMPOSIUM ON
WATER AND CULTURE HELD IN TOKYO
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Together with the High-Level Experts and Leaders Panel on Water and Disasters
(HELP) and other agencies, UNCRD co-organized the "International Symposium
on Water and Culture" in February 2020, in Tokyo.

This Symposium aimed to foster a deep understanding of the relations between
people and water by examining water heritage sites from around the world.
Leading experts and researchers on water and culture introduced case studies,
shared their experience and knowledge, and discussed findings and lessons from
the various heritages. Central to the discussions was the role that water can, and
should, play in regional development in the world. The Symposium was attended
by approximately 260 participants from 43 countries and regions and conducted
in the presence of Their Majesties the Emperor and Empress of Japan.

It should be added that during the Opening Session of the Symposium, a cere-
mony was held commemorating the establishment of the Tokyo Satellite Office of

UNCRD.
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About UNCRD

The United Nations Centre for Regional Development
(UNCRD) was established in 1971 as an instrument to
help achieve the UN strategy for the Second United Na-
tions Development Decade. It was created through an
agreement between the UN and the Government of
Japan, and has worked to promote sustainable regional
development in developing countries with a focus on
development planning and management in the context
of globalization and decentralization trends, as well as
growing concerns towards global environmental issues
and their impacts.

The major objectives of UNCRD are as follows:

e Serve as a training and research centre in regional
development;

e Provide advisory services in regional development;
e Assist developing countries in promoting the ex-
change of information, experience, and teaching in re-
gional development; and

e Assist and cooperate with other organizations, na-
tional or international, concerned with regional devel-
opment.

These objectives have bhasically remained the same
for more than fifty years since UNCRD’s establishment.
However, in order to deal with rapidly increasing
urban population and its associated enormous eco-

nomic, social, and environmental pressures, UNCRD
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is increasing its concerns for sustainable urban man-
agement in the regional development framework. Cur-
rently, under the overall framework of Regional Devel-
opment, the Centre’s programme areas are from the
perspective of “Economic and Social Development,”
“Environment,” and “Disaster Risk Management,” and
UNCRD will encourage government authorities to take
the initiative in formulating policies for sustainable
development at the regional level in order to develop
a more socially and environmentally sustainable
world.

UNCRD is a project of the United Nations Department
of Economic and Social Affairs (UN DESA) headquar-
tered in New York and has been administered by the
Division for Sustainable Development Goals. It oper-
ates mainly through the trust-in-funds provided to the
United Nations by the Government of Japan. In addi-
tion, the Centre receives valuable external support
from a broad range of partners and collaborating

agencies/governments.
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UNCRD and HELP

The United Nations Centre for Regional Development (UNCRD) established its Tokyo office in August 2019. The Office is
hosted by the National Graduate Institute for Policy Studies of Japan (GRIPS) and supports the implementation of the 2030
Agenda for Sustainable Development with a focus on Disaster Risk Reduction and Water. One of the important activities of
the Office is to support the Secretariat of the High-Level Experts and Leaders Panel on Water and Disasters (HELP).

The objective of HELP is to assist the international community, governments, and stakeholders in mohilizing the political
will and resources necessary to address the issue of water-related disasters. HELP holds meetings twice a year; the 14th
meeting was held in Paris, France in November 2019 (see photos). During this meeting, former Slovenian President Danilo
Tiirk, Chair of the Global High-Level Panel on Water and Peace, delivered the keynote address while discussions on future
collaboration between HELP and the Global High-Level Panel on Water and Peace were held. The meeting also discussed up-
dates and future plans for activities relating to HELP's current flagship actions, i.e.: Financing and Investment; Science and

Technology; HELP Global Disaster Report and Flagship Document; and Climate Change.
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The Sustainable Development Goals (SDGs) are new development goals which aim to go further to end all forms of poverty, A

|
protect the earth environment, and ensure that all people living on the earth can enjoy peace and prosperity. "' < — } éﬁ m

In September 2015, Transforming Our World: The 2030 Agenda for Sustainable Development, was unanimously adopted as KREH I 14 BOENEE = 1 FREAEE 17 N=pF-2y7T
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a new development framework at the United Nations Sustainable Development Summit. This agenda contains 17 SDGs and %

169 targets encompassing comprehensive areas from poverty and hunger to energy and climate change, which constitute an

overall plan of action for people, the planet, prosperity, peace, and for partnership.

The SDGs were inaugurated on 1 January 2016 and have as their target date for achievement 31 December 2030. The SDGs
together constitute global common goals that every country is now making efforts to achieve under the common pledge of

“no one will he left behind” .
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